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Brethren of the District,

How fast can a month go? February flew by. I guess the snow
flew by too as I have cleaned my driveway more times this month
than the last 5 years combined.

We had eight enjoyable inspections this month. Average atten-
dance was around 76 masons per inspection. Not too bad. Once
again, Brookville Lodge #596 is leading the way taking an amazing
7 for 8 travelling gavels. Folks—that’s nearly a clean sweep for
the entire month! They are averaging over 9 brothers per inspec-
tion. Washington #17 was the only Lodge able to match their
numbers this month. It also tells you how enjoyable it is to
travel with your Lodge brothers and watch work at other Lodges.
You enjoy their company and get to observe degrees without
being a participant. Well done to Brookville.

March will see—weather cooperating—10 inspections including
the rescheduled Lincoln # 693 on Friday, March 19th. For those
wishing to earn the 21 club award, if you’ve attended 2 inspec-
tions in January or February, you can still make it! Nineteen
inspections remain.

Half-way through March we get to enjoy more light as Daylight
Savings kicks in. That’s a sure sign spring can’t be too far off.

I'd like to send a note of gratitude to the Officers of the District
Officers Association. We’ve been experimenting with having
County Representatives included in the announcement making
line-up. It’s been going very well and having multiple officers in
attendance at every meeting has been great especially having
extra hands to count attendance at our inspections. Another note
of thanks to W.B. Troy Davis, Second V.P., for his work editing the
monthly newsletter for the District. It can be a real nuisance
assembling the information but he has done a great job.

To all the Lodges...keep up the good work. I know everyone is
looking forward to the various Grand Master One-Day Combined
Classes.

Keep checking the Grand Master’s blog at gmohio.blogspot.com.

It's been interesting seeing his on going log of his travels.

See you around the District!
Eric Flasher, President
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From The District Education Officers

Brethren,

If you don’t know there is a grand masters one day class just around the corner. If
we want our newly raised candidates to take an active part in lodge, we need to give
them an introduction to Masonry. Ritual alone, no matter how well done, is going to
make a knowledgeable mason or an active lodge member. We have to take the time
to teach, to guide that new mason to the understanding of the tenets of Freema-
sonry. In short, we cannot just raise a candidate and then let him go.

I suggest a plan to get new members involved, to give them something to do. These
points are closely related to the tenets of our profession of Freemasonry.

Make sure the candidate’s sponsor introduces him to everyone present
[

at lodge.
Invite the candidate to help out in lodge. Remember he sought member
[ ship because he wanted to do something . Inviting him in the work of
the lodge will make him begin to feel a part of it.

o Include the new mason on the team to deliver flowers or baskets or
whatever the lodge may do for widows and elderly brothers.

) Request him to attend a Masonic Memorial service to witness the
concern our fraternity has for the family of a departed brother.

P Ask the new candidate to take a nonspeaking chair for either a degree
or simply a stated meeting. He may never want to do this again, but it is
important for him to do it at least once and have the opportunity to feel
he is part of the ritual.

We have the greatest fraternity in the world, founded on the noblest of principles.
Let us never forget that it is not enough simply to make a man a member. Our fra-
ternity will grow, our lodges will prosper, If we focus our thoughts and efforts and
the thoughts and efforts of our candidates on masonry as a way of life in which
brotherhood is the mission and the goal.

W.B. Scott T. Sowder, District Education Officer, Second Masonic District
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Edwin T. Booth- Famous Shakespearean actor of the American stage. Member of a
famous stage family, his brother was John Wilkes, who assassinated Lincoln.

George Pullman - Inventor and businessman, he built first the sleeping car on a train
which became a standard throughout the world.

Lord Charles Cornwallis - British General of American Revolution who surrendered to
Washington at Yorktown and thus ended the war.

Joseph W. Parmley - "Father of the Yellowstone Trail,"
Samuel Colt - Firearms inventor and manufacturer. He invented the first revolver.
Lawrence Bell - Bell Aircraft Corp.

John Gates - Known as "Bet-a-million" Gates, he was the founder of Texaco Oil Company
and popularized barbed wire.
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